
 “At that time Jesus, full of joy through the 
Holy Spirit, said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, because you have hid-
den these things from the wise and learned, 
and revealed them to little children.’”
   – Luke 10:21

 If there are things from God that only 
children know, ought we not to be constantly
trying to learn from them?

 “He called a little child to him, and placed 
the child among them.  And he said: ‘Truly I 
tell you, unless you change and become like 
little children, you will never enter the king-
dom of heaven.’” – Matthew 18:2-4

 Children grow to become adults.  Adults 
must also grow to become 
like children. Front Page

Oakhurst Lutheran Church
August A.D. 2018

 

39255 Black Road 
Oakhurst, CA

93644

 
Jason Johnsen, Pastor

559/931-1736

 Church Tel: 
559/683-HOPE(4673)

 Fax: 559/642-4040

Church Email:
olc@sti.net

Website:
www. 

oakhurstlutheran 
church.org

The Cowboys will be Back

August 12, 4:00PM
and 

Sept 9 

Cowboy  Church  Month l y



church council MEETs August 14th
 Kathy Swanson '18 - PRESIDENT
 Brad Thompson '18 - VICE PRES.
 Linda Heitkamp '20 - SECRETARY
 Janice Quistad - '20 - TREASURER
 Katherine Emerick '20

housE WArMing
The 2018 Church Council invites the congregation (and visitors!) to 
escape the heat and partake in an old-fashioned potluck while for-
mally welcoming Pastor Jason Johnsen, Samantha, and the llamas to 
the Oakhurst Lutheran Church Family. 

Where: The party will be held at church
When: Saturday, August 11, 2018 at 11:30 
a.m. (plan to eat around 12:00 noon)

Please sign up to bring either a main dish 
or a side dish.  The sign up sheet is on the 
bulletin board by the coffee maker.  Dessert 
will be provided.  If you wish to contribute 
to a gift card, please put your donation in 
a blank envelope marked “house warming” 
and drop it in the collection plate, or you 
may give it to a Council member or Anita at the church office.

church FAMilY FunD
As a congregation we have done remarkably well at addressing the 
needs of others and especially needs in our mountain community.
A while back, the Church Council realized that we really hadn’t ad-
dressed potential needs within our church family.  For that reason, 
they initiated the Church Family Fund.  This Family Fund grows from 
donations that are placed in the wooden box on the table in the Parish 
Hall to be used by the Shepherding Committee and Pastor to address 
any needs of members of the congregation.  The fund is adminis-

tered anonymously, with a year-end report of only total funds 
received and total funds spent being reported. 2

Jeff Grandy '19
Paul Johnson '19
Mary Nelsen '19
Tim Nelson '18
Alt. - Larry Smith '19
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olc WoMEn grouP - next Meeting - september 4th
    Pres. - Chris Schwarm  V. Pres. - Gael Irizarry
    2nd  V. Pres.-  Lynn Russell  Treas. - Rogene Abney
    Sec.- Debbie Sebastian 

We will have a salad potluck lunch after the meeting on September 
4th.  Please bring a small salad to share so we can all catch up after 
being dark for the summer months. 

Plans are underway for a great Women's Retreat this year.  Come 
and learn how God, spiritual disciplines and a sense of community 
give women strength. Our speaker, Alicia Emerson, will be sharing 
and teaching on this topic that is so appropriate for today's times.  
The registration fee of $25 includes lunch and any materials and 
should be made our to Oakhurst Lutheran Women.  We look forward 
to seeing you!

luThErAn MEn’s cluB - saturday, August 18th
     Pres. - Greg Orwoll                        V. Pres. - Carl Johnson
     Treas. & Scrip - Steve Norman        Sec. - Bill Burkhalter
     Property- Paul Johnson
 

• WORK DAYS - Saturday, August 4th and Thursdays at 9AM.  
• Monthly Meeting - Breakfast 8:00AM every 3rd Saturday.

Work has begun on the deck as the men carve out time to paint 
the walls near the deck, tear up the old wood and prepare to lay 
the first section on Thursday mornings.  If you would like to help 
with this project, please speak to Paul Johnson or Steve Norman, 
and they will explain this project and any other little proj-
ects needing to be done.  Many hands will surely move 
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Aug.  3  Gary Gerritsen
  Ruby Smith
 4 Noveli Longatti 
 6 Dora Riedel
  Danny Russell
 8 Holly Mazzotta
 10 Allen Megarit
 11 Laura Conklin
  Jesse De La Cruz
  Hale Farley
 12 Michael Lovingood
 14 Kitty Pokorra
 15 Jack Rust
  Lynn Vaughn
 17 David Bass
  Matt Van de Wal
 18 Marion May
  Eric Stolp
 27 Chris Carter

 29 Heidi Davis
  Laurie Zimmer
 31 Devon De La Cruz
  Viki Lecat
  Becky Matlock

Sep. 2 Gail Hawksworth
 3 Sandi Carstensen
 4 Sarah Johnson
  Phyllis Linnebur
 6 Larry Smith
 7 Mary Lou O'Dorne
 8 Lucas Miller
  Jay St. John

5

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE!

The next Mission Ministry project is to provide school supplies and 
backpacks for the kids of our sister congregation of Grace Fresno.  
We don’t have much time - the supplies or donations need to be 
brought to church by August 12th so we can do the shopping and 
get the supplies down to the Hmong congregation at Grace before 
Fresno Unified’s opening day.  Thanks so much for your help!

2018

Saturday, September 29th 
starting at 5:30PM

SAVE THE DATE!

Lutheran Heritage Foundation fundraiser!
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Women's Retreat 
September 15th from 9:00AM - 3:30PM

Come and hear Alicia Emerson
Our theme is

STRONG FAITH, STRONG WOMEN

Learn how God, Spiritual Disciplines
and Community give women strength.
Registration fee of $25, due by 8/29,
                      includes lunch

A sTorY FroM MissionAriEs in ThE MiDDlE EAsT
Shared by Eric Watt, President of "RUN Ministries"
Submitted for the newsletter by David Bass

Two extended families moved to a village and discovered that the 
women do most of the work!  One of their tasks is sheep shearing.  
It’s difficult work that often took four 
women to hold down the sheep, so 
they can harvest the wool.  During a 
recent shearing, one of the women on 
our outreach team laid her hands on 
a squirming sheep and prayed for peace in Jesus’ name.  Remark-
ably, the sheep immediately became still.  So did the next sheep, 
and the next sheep.  Soon people from all over the village began 
asking, “Who is this God with power over sheep?  Can this same 
Jesus bless us?"

This outreach team opened the door to build relationships and to 
share Jesus with many in the village.

Date Attendance 
2018

Attendance 
2017

July 1 92 104
July 8 136 115
July 15 89 101
July 22 89 99
July 29 73 117

ATTENDANCE AND FINANCIAL UPDATE

GIVING GOAL FOR JAN. - JULY GIVING RECEIVED  - JAN. - JULY

$114,990 $99,554

Average Sunday Attendance this Year

105

2018 FinAncEs
As shown above, our budget this year of $199,317 is not being met 
as we experience our church family relocating closer to their im-
mediate family or to larger cities.  We are $15,436 behind budget.  
Current projections based on the last three years of information 
show that at this pace we will end the year at $180,153.  Fortunate-
ly, we are keeping running expenses as reined in as possible, and 
we thank everyone for the generous giving and support received 
every day in our church, whether it be financial or be it the giving 
of your time and talents.

ThriVEnT FinAnciAl MEMBErs
The Thrivent Choice Program gives eligible members of Thrivent 
Financial the power to recommend where some of the organiza-
tion’s charitable outreach funds are distributed; that vehicle is called 
Choice Dollars.  This is a reminder to please choose Oakhurst Lu-
theran Church or our Preschool program to direct your Choice Dol-
lars funding.  If you’re not already signed up to direct your prefer-
ences online, you can call Thrivent at 800-847-4836 and follow the 

prompts and a representative will walk you through directing 
your giving, or you can contact your Thrivent Financial rep-
resentative.
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this deck project along!
WhAT iF goD shoulD go on sTriKE
We live our everyday lives never giving much thought to the grand 
scheme of things.  When things are going well we seldom question 
“why”.  When rough spots appear in our road we usually are quick to 
try and determine who is to blame.  Next, we usually try to ”fix” the 
problem ourselves.  As is typical, the situation usually worsens.  Fi-
nally, in a state of exhaustion, we turn to our one true and dependable, 
source -  God.  The worst thing that could ever happen to us would be 
if God should ever go on strike.

Think about it....

How good it is that God above has never gone on strike because He 
was not treated fair in things He didn’t like.  If only once He’d given 
up, sat down and said “That’s it, I’m through!  I’ve had enough of 
those on earth, so this is what I’ll do:

I’ll give my orders to the sun - 'cut off the heat supply!'  And to the 
moon- ‘give no more light and run the ocean dry’,
Then just to make things really tough and put the pressure on, ‘turn 
off the vital oxygen till every breath is gone’.

You know, He would be justified if fairness was the game, for no 
one has been abused or met with more distain than God, and yet He 
carries on, supplying you and me with all the favors of His grace and 
everything for free.

Men say they want a better deal and so 'on strike' they go, but what a 
deal we’ve given God to whom all things we owe.  We don’t care who 
we hurt or harm to gain the things WE like, but what a mess we’d all 
be in if God should go on strike.

The great thing about God is that He never gives up on you.  Ever.

Submitted by the Gifted for Giving Ministry
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coME VisiT us onlinE
If you’re wondering what’s going in your church and you happen 
to be online, please come and visit our website at oakhurstlutheran-
church.org.  Social Media is an important way to get the word out 
about our church, and we keep the weekly events updated as well 
as the current month’s calendar available, and special events infor-
mation.  There are also pages that explain who we are at Oakhurst 
Lutheran, so it's a great way to share with people you know that 
want to hear more about your church.  

Pastor Jason's sermons are also being 
made available on our website so  you can 
listen to your favorites again, make notes 
and discuss with him, and you can share 
these with anyone.  Just select the tab on 
the website Home Page that says "Sermons" and enjoy!

There is a link to Facebook  at the bottom of the website’s home 
page, and information is updated there on a regular basis.  If you 
use Facebook, come and see us and make some comments, and 
“like” or “share” information with everyone.

 

 Aug. 15 Devon and Jason De La Cruz (20)
 15 Jason and Samantha Johnsen (8)
 17 Linda and Jim Heitkamp (50)
 18 Patty and Brad Thompson (28)
 29 Tammy and Phil Bartholomew (3)
 

Sep.  1 Susan and Carl Johnson (56)
 1 Pat and Clyde Johnson (56)


